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EDITORIAL POLICY
The Runner newsletter is produced
quarterly by the Lower Fraser Fisheries
Alliance. Our purpose is to inform readers
about LFFA organization processes,
developments and news.
We will gladly accept signed comments,
questions and opinions about our
newsletter and will consider withholding
contributor’s name if desired.

Individual articles from The Runner may be
reprinted, photocopied or redistributed with
permission from The Runner provided the
date of publication and source of the
material is indicated. Please notify The
Runner if you would like to reprint an article.
All community members are welcome to
contribute thoughts, articles and letters to The
Runner.

Submissions and letters should be send to:
The Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance
2788 Sumas Mountain Road
Abbotsford, BC
V3G 2J2
Phone: 778.847.3323
Email: communications@lﬀa.ca
Publication is not guaranteed.
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In the old days there was a house on the top of Chilliwack Mountain facing
down-river. The man who lived there had only one job; to watch for two silver bands
on both sides of the river; millions of oolichan arriving. His job then was to run down
the mountain to spread the word to other runners. People would come from near and
far each year. The Runner endeavors to do this job once again, albeit electronically.
-Ken Malloway, LFFA Chair
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Message from the Executive Director
This quarter was generally focussed on LFFAs in-season support
to fall Chum ﬁsheries and then the recommencement of Delegate
Forums in November onward to prepare a Post Season Report.
2020 Interior Fraser Steelhead management actions implemented by
the DFO Minister made it particularly challenging for set net ﬁsheries
which required full-time attendance and daylight ﬁsheries only.
Additionally, DFO's approach to ﬁsheries scheduling and priority access
interpretation further intensiﬁed the fact that ﬁsheries would be
targeting the tail end of the Chum run. A Post Season Report was
concluded by the LFFA technicians and Delegates and it is hoped that
the results will provide the basis for change necessary for 2021
ﬁsheries to achieve more FSC access.
Key funding proposals were submitted to the BC Salmon Restoration
and Innovation Fund (BCSRIF) for Selective Fisheries development and
AAROM Innovation and Collaboration Fund to continue our
Revitalizing Indigenous Law for Land, Air and Water (RELAW)
program. These opportunities are key components to supporting
Nations in their quest to maintain ﬁsheries in the Fraser mainstem and
tributaries while applying Indigenous knowledge and associated
traditional laws, including guardianship. These programs are
also important to maintain current personnel and retain our
“These
investment in those staﬀ members into the future.
Government seems to be devoting time and resources to
Indigenous Knowledge reviews.
I have been asked to participate in interviews related to the
Species at Risk Assessment (SARA) Culture Signiﬁcance and
Committee on the Science of Endangered Wildlife in Canada
(COSEWIC). The challenge has been to determine the scope,
objective, sample size and how the information collected will
be utilized by DFO, but more importantly for our First Nations.
While apprehensive of the process, I believe it is important to
contribute and inﬂuence the outcome of these processes to
express some Lower Fraser perspectives.
Some of my key priorities moving into the ﬁnal quarter of the
year will be to support the development of a Tier 3 Terms of
Reference for the Lower Fraser Collaborative Table, which is
inclusive of the LFFA and Lower Fraser Recreational and

opportunities
are key components
to supporting
Nations in their
quest to maintain
ﬁsheries in the
Fraser mainstem
and tributaries while
applying Indigenous
knowledge and
associated
traditional laws,
including
guardianship. ”
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Commercial sectors. The other focus will be to
explore an MOU with the Province of BC with
the initial focus being FLNRORD with whom we
have established a working relationship. Other
Ministries will likely include MIRR, Agriculture and
Environment. The recent BC Election and
associated mandates makes it good timing for
LFFA to invest time and strengthen our advocacy
at government scale.
COVID 19 continues to be a factor for our staﬀ
and Delegate engagements, both internally and
externally. I acknowledge our LFFA team,
Delegates and Nations for their patience and
understanding as we walk this virtual
engagement journey together. We all remain
hopeful that our Nations remain safe and that
life as we know it, or used to know it, will
resume to normal.
In Unity,

Murray Ned
Executive Director
Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance
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First Nations-led Habitat Restoration
and Climate Adaptation Strategy
Ian Hamilton, LFFA Biologist
Funded through the Coastal Restoration Fund, the creation of a
First Nations-led Habitat Restoration and Climate Adaptation
Strategy is being informed by a series of individual watershed
meetings, which concluded in November 2020.
Consultants at ESSA are currently drafting the second Tech
Memo from the results of these meetings. Additional surveys
from leadership and delegates of First Nations was also
incorporated. An update presentation will be coming in February
with the ﬁnal presentation coming in March 2021.
An online Habitat Mapper and Story Map, being created by
partners at the Paciﬁc Salmon Foundation, are in process and
nearing completion.

Upper Pitt Restoration Program
Ian Hamilton, LFFA Biologist
Funded through the World Wildlife Fund, the DFO Habitat
Stewardship Program, and conducted in partnership with Katzie
First Nation, the Upper Pitt Restoration Program will turn to
restoration activities in the Corbold Creek wetland and Alvin
Patterson Spawning Channel in 2021. A planning meeting for
these activities was held in December 2020. Signiﬁcant expansion
and creation of new salmon habitat is planned for these habitats,
while further reconnaissance work is planned in nearby Boise
Creek. Additionally, Habitat Assessments will continue through
2021-2022 in Red Slough.
Thanks to the dedicated work of Matt Foy, formerly with DFO
and now Chair of the Fraser Valley Watersheds Coalition, and
Heather Crochetiere of WWF-Canada this project has successfully
applied to the Paciﬁc Salmon Foundation Community Salmon
Program for an additional $100,000 in funding.
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Aquaculture Update
Don Simpson, Program Coordinator
LOCAL

Lower Fraser Enterprise Limited Partnership (LFE-LP)
The LFE-LP Enterprise continues to explore opportunities for business
development consistent with its mandate as set out in its mission and vision
statements.
There have been some communications with DFO-PICFI Commercial Fishing
Enterprise (CFE) “New Entrants” Expression of Interest (EOI) submitted
December 24, 2020 last year and has been on hold due to COVID-19
constraints. LFE-LP is the proponent on the EOI and remains hopeful that a
CFE Agreement will become a reality in the near future.
DFO has had a shuﬄe in positions within PICFI Paciﬁc Region at the time of
this report and is also hopeful for a positive transition in LFE-LP’s relationship
with PICFI.

REGIONAL

First Nation Fisheries Council –Aquaculture Coordinating Committee (FNFC
ACC)
LFFA has continued to attend and participate whenever possible by staﬀ,
and Ken Malloway continues to be the LFFA delegate at the FNFC ACC
activities. The FNFC ACC has been successful in rejuvenating its structure
and continues to hold virtual meetings throughout the winter 2020-2021.
Indigenous Multi-stakeholder Advisory Body (IMAB)
The IMAB main table has met virtually to ﬁnalize the three technical working
groups that were struck back on August 8, 2019 at its ﬁrst meeting. The
ﬁnal drafts of the IMAB report and its three Technical Working Groups has
been published for review. It is anticipated that further references of the
IMAB work will be referenced in the initiative of an Area-Based Aquaculture
Management pilot roll out, but still to be determined.

NATIONAL

Assembly of First Nations – National Aquaculture Working Group
(AFN-NAWG)
There have been ﬁve National Module sessions of NAWG held over the last
several months to address Indigenous positions and recommendations to
co-develop the Aquaculture Act of Canada. At the time this report a ﬁnal
compilation is taking place where AFN NAWG staﬀ are preparing a
presentation to the National Fisheries Commission of the AFN for their
revenue. Audrey Mayes was in attendance of the recent FNFC ACC session
to share NAWG perspectives and progress with the Aquaculture Act
development processes.
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Eulachon Pre-Season update
Ashlee Prevost, Staﬀ Biologist
As eulachon season quickly approaches, the LFFA is
planning our annual Eulachon Assessment Surveys (EAS)
to assess in-season run size of returning Fraser Eulachon.
The EAS is annually conducted in a standardized manner,
every second day from March to mid-May, at slack tide
regimes, in New Westminster.
The information acquired during these surveys is
extremely important to the Nations as it is the only
program that addresses in-season returns and can be
used to move into a co-management regime for this
population.
Although this program has been conducted annually, we
have had previous issues in obtaining long-term funding
and have had to pause surveys, which aﬀected our
overall estimate of returns.
Considering this issue, this year, the LFFA has been in
discussion with the Provincial government and has
secured funding over a two-year period to complete a
portion of the EAS work. We have also applied for and
are in various discussions for other funding opportunities.
If granted additional funding, we will be able to conduct
complete surveys spanning from March to mid-May and
would like to add a hydro-acoustic component to the
project. This entails, deploying our ARIS Explorer 1800 at
our EAS site, which will allow us to develop another
independent estimate of abundance that can be used as
a comparison to our annual survey data.
Stay tuned for more information regarding eulachon
work, we are looking forward to a successful year of
project expansion and data collection.
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Bank Stabilization at Matsqui Dyke
Ashlee Prevost, Staﬀ Biologist
Naturally occurring back-eddies that form
along the Matsqui Dyke, in the Ridgedale Area
have eroded the bank, triggering the Dike
Maintenance Act, causing the City of
Abbotsford to take immediate action to
stabilize the bank.

Given the construction of spurs, the
LFFA has been commissioned to
conduct an ARIS hydro-acoustic
survey to assess ﬁsh presence and
habitat use along the proposed
construction area.

This type of work has previously occurred
without consultation, eﬀectively destroying
various traditional ﬁshing sites of the Sumas
First Nation. In addition to traditional ﬁshing
sites, these habitats are holding areas for both
terminally migrating adult salmon and
out-migrating smolts as well as feeding and
spawning sites for non-salmonid species, such
as eulachon and white sturgeon.

This entails deploying our ARIS
Explorer 1800, at ﬁve equidistant
sites for 6-8 hours a day (1-2 days
a week) along the proposed
construction reach. So far, the LFFA
has conducted 11 surveys since
starting on October 16th and is
planning to increase the duration of
surveys from 8 to 24-hour sessions.

Therefore, considering the complexity of the
impending bank armouring initiatives, Sumas
FN, the LFFA (EPS), PGL Environmental
consultants, the City of Abbotsford, the
Province and Northern Hydraulic Consultants
(NHC) have entered into an MOU and formed
a working group to ensure that bank
protection and preservation of ﬁshing sites, as
well as habitats, has been prioritized.

The data collected thus far has
shown the presence of migrating
salmonid species and white
sturgeon. By implementing longer
survey times, we hope to capture
more information of presence and
use over diﬀerent diel periods.

Planning for the bank stabilization has been
extensive with several meetings addressing
various engineer design advancements.
Currently, the proposed solution involves the
construction of spurs, which reduce erosion on
the riverbank by redirecting ﬂow away from
the bank. The construction will take place in
four phases and will likely commence in winter
2021.

This work is extremely important as
it is a long-term project to
understand how construction of the
spurs will aﬀect ﬁsh presence and
habitat use before, during and after
construction. It is our goal to assure
that the conservation of these
habitats and traditional ﬁsheries are
considered a top priority throughout
the entirety of the project.
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Glacial Water Sampling & Water
Quality Analysis in S’ólh Téméxw
Uwe Spremberg, LFFA Biologist
On October 24, 2020, as part of the Water Quality
Monitoring Program, a helicopter ﬂight was
organized to sample glacial water on the Chilliwack
side of the mountains.
Samples were taken at Snowshoe Lake, Frozen Lake,
Upper Hanging Lake and Williams Lake and later
analyzed in an improvised lab in the basement of
the Sto:lo Resource and Research Management
Centre (SRRMC).
Besides traces of naturally occurring copper in the
water, the samples were pristine.
Uwe Spremberg (LFFA), Shana Roberts (SRRMC) and
Shana Mussel (Seven Generations Environmental
Consulting) have been working together to
diligently collect consistent data points at the
source of important S’ólh Téméxw watersheds.
This is part of a three-year project funded through
the Collaborative Stewardship Framework, which
was formed between the S’ólh Téméxw
Stewardship Alliance (STSA), the associated Stó:lō
First Nations and the Province of British Columbia.

Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance

The data collection
team was treated to
spectacular views on
the way!
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Emergency Planning
Secretariat
Gillian Fuss, EPS Coordinator
Maggie Mazurkewich, EPS Outreach Assistant

Firstly, we are happy to announce that Aitchelitz Chief Angie Bailey
has joined the Emergency Planning Secretariat (EPS) Leadership
Committee! Chief Angie Bailey brings a wealth of experience as
political representative with the S’ólh Téméxw Stewardship Alliance
through the BC Collaborative Stewardship Forum.
With over one year as an established organization this fall, we
hosted a Strategic Planning Session with communities and had a
What We Heard Report produced to inform further strategic planning
work with our Leadership Committee. We are in the process of
formalizing our strategic planning documents to share with
communities, including a Strategic Plan on a Page, Work Schedule,
Terms of Reference, and Communications Strategy. We hope to take
our strategic planning work to communities and tribal groups for
further discussion and reﬁnement with the hopes to secure Letters of
Support.
We continue to engage with the Fraser Basin Council and the
Province of BC on the Lower Mainland Flood Management Strategy
(LMFMS) and Provincial Flood Strategy. Fraser Basin Council (FBC) has
presented the Draft 1 recommendations of the LMFMS to Mainland
Coast Salish communities and the Joint Program Committee for
review prior to completing a Draft 2 with governance and funding
recommendations. Following this, we hosted a Tier 1 Discussion with
communities and a panel of local experts to critique the Draft 1
recommendations and enable a space for community discussion.
Based on that response, EPS has requested pause in FBC strategic
developments to allow for the opportunity for full community
engagement to review and comment on the proposed direction in
the Draft 1 Strategy.
We are working on the next steps in this process, and working with
Mainland Coast Salish First Nations to understand their response to
the Draft 1 Strategy. All communities are encouraged to either
provide comment to FBC directly or with us as part of a regional
response.

Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance

In addition, we are pleased to have formally
engaged Sto:lo Research and Resource
Management Centre as consultants to prepare
the ﬂood mapping work for the Rising Waters
and Mainland Coast Salish Flood Risk
Assessment project.
This project, in partnership with Kwantlen First
Nation and Fraser Basin Council, will produce
ﬂood maps for communities to identify risk to
infrastructure and things of value for
communities to address through emergency
planning, land use planning and other regional
planning initiatives. We are kicking oﬀ this work
with a select group communities and will reﬁne
our process as we carry out this work with all
interested communities prone to ﬂood risk.
Following the new ministerial appointments
from the 2020 Provincial elections and as Bill
C-15 rolls out the implementation of the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, we continue to monitor work to
modernize the Emergency Program Act.
To date, the Province has produced a
Discussion Paper and a What We Heard Report,
and further legislative consultation is required
with First Nation communities. Through a
tripartite agreement between the Federal
government, Province and First Nation
Leadership Council, EMBC was funded $10
million over 10 years to provide Emergency
Management services to BC First Nation
communities.
In order to address this work, EMBC has hosted
Indigenous Partnership Tables with the 6
regions across BC to critical review. EMBC is

hosting a Partnership Table Conference during
January 18-22, 2021 which we hope all
communities will be able to participate. We are
hosting a Tier 1 meeting prior to the
conference to review how the Partnership Table
process is working for communities and provide
a space for further community discussion. EPS
will continue to provide honoraria to encourage
meaningful participation in all our hosted
events, and advocate for additional capacity for
Mainland Coast Salish communities.
EPS hosted a Winter Coastal Roundtable with
coastal communities with presentations from
Environment and Climate Change Canada and
the Storm Surge Forecast Centre on the
seasonal outlook for winter coastal storms and
king tides outlook and preparations for the
remainder of the year.
We also continue to be available for support of
any communities during winter emergencies
season, and in preparing for freshet, and
hopefully in the last few months of COVID!
Please contact us anytime with questions or
requests, we would love to hear from you! Gillian Fuss at gillian.fuss@emplans.ca or Maggie
Mazurkewich at maggie@emplans.ca.
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Roberts Bank Terminal 2 Options Paper
Janice Kwo, Staﬀ Biologist
The First Nations Fisheries Council won a bid from the Vancouver Fraser Port
Authority to write an options paper on potential governance models for
selecting non-conventional habitat oﬀsetting projects.
The LFFA is oﬀering support on this by having Executive Director Murray Ned
and staﬀ biologist Janice Kwo sit on the advisory committee for the
completion of this paper, which with be submitted to the Port in February.

Lower Fraser
Working Group

Indigenous Habitat
Participation Program

Ian Hamilton, LFFA Biologist

Ian Hamilton, LFFA Biologist

The working group project partners
(University of British Columbia, West Coast
Environmental Law and Raincoast
Conservation and the LFFA) have released a
Blueprint for Restoring Ecological
Governance in in late 2020 and there is
increasing interest from local government in
renewing the previously disbanded FREMP
group.

The LFFA was successful with a grant application to
DFO’s Indigenous Habitat Participation Program in
2020. This funding will support the Lower Fraser
Aboriginal Knowledge website development as well as
engagement on socio-economic analysis in
collaboration with First Nations Fisheries Council
through the end of this ﬁscal year.

However, the work over the past 3 years
with this group has paved a way forward
to prioritize First Nations as a lead in this
process and will hopefully lead to a more
holistic, First Nations-led approach to
ecological governance model development
than the original FREMP model.
More to come from this group soon.

A Tier 1-3 engagement forum on the Fraser River
salmon crisis is planned for 2021 to bring First
Nations, Governments, NGOs and the recreational and
commercial ﬁshery sectors together to introduce the
First Nations-led Habitat Restoration Strategy and
discuss how these groups can work collaboratively
towards a healthier ecosystem. The date for this
engagement forum will be announced in the near
future. Finally, another Risk Assessment for Salmonids
(RAMS) workshop, similar to what was held in 2019
with focus on the Salmon River, is scheduled for
2021.
Dates have not been conﬁrmed, but the focus will be
Kanaka Creek Chum and Coho salmon and will
continue to address strategies to improve ﬁsh passage,
habitat concerns and ways to improve stock
productivity.
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B.C. Salmon Restoration and
Innovation Fund Applications
Janice Kwo, Staﬀ Biologist
B.C. Fish Passage Restoration Initiative
Earlier this quarter, LFFA Biologist Janice Kwo joined the B.C. Fish Passage Restoration Initiative
Management Committee. This initiative is coordinated by the Canadian Wildlife Federation and
funded primarily through two grants: the BCSRIF and the Canada Nature Fund for Aquatic
Species at Risk (CNFASAR). The duration of this project is four years, with the potential to extend
to ﬁve years under BCSRIF.
The Committee has selected a handful of ﬁsh passage remediation projects across British
Columbia that will receive funding this year to be complete.
Many of the barriers to ﬁsh passage in B.C., including a number of culverts, ﬂoodgates, levees
and dykes, were installed prior to provincial legislation introduced to regulate their construction
and management. As a result, these barriers are now unclaimed and considered orphans.
In order to clear the way for ﬁsh needing to move freely, the B.C. Fish Passage Restoration
Initiative is working to restore access to critical spawning and rearing habitat. The species we are
helping with this project include: Chinook, Coho and Sockeye salmon; Bull Trout; Steelhead; and
Westslope Cutthroat Trout.
Future projects
The LFFA, Harrison Salmon Producers, and Tsawwassen First Nation are all submitting selective
ﬁshing funding proposals to the provincial government’s BCSRIF. The LFFA proposal for these
projects will be in partnership with Sumas, Kwantlen, and Katzie First Nations as well as the
Chilliwack Tribes. Matsqui and Yale First Nations will be applying for funding for their ﬁsh wheel
operations. Applicants are expecting to hear back from the Fund by late March.
Fraser River Estuary Salmon Habitat Restoration (FRESH)
The LFFA has partnered with Ducks Unlimited Canada, the South Coast Conservation Land
Management Program, Raincoast Conservation and Tsawwassen First Nation to submit a proposal
to the Fund for three estuary restoration projects. The proposed projects involve dyke removal
and marsh restoration on the north end of Westham Island, Fraser River north arm jetty
breaching, and a sediment deposition pilot project on the Lulu Island foreshore to mitigate salt
marsh recession.
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