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EDITORIAL POLICY
The Runner newsletter is produced
quarterly by the Lower Fraser Fisheries
Alliance. Our purpose is to inform readers
about LFFA organization processes,
developments and news.
We will gladly accept signed comments,
questions and opinions about our
newsletter and will consider withholding
contributor’s name if desired.

Individual articles from The Runner may be
reprinted, photocopied or redistributed with
permission from The Runner provided the
date of publication and source of the
material is indicated. Please notify The
Runner if you would like to reprint an article.
All community members are welcome to
contribute thoughts, articles and letters to The
Runner.

Submissions and letters should be send to:
The Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance
2788 Sumas Mountain Road
Abbotsford, BC
V3G 2J2
Phone: 778.847.3323
Email: communications@lﬀa.ca
Publication is not guaranteed.

Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance

staﬀ &
contributors
Murray Ned
Executive Director
Don Simpson
Program Coordinator
Rosalie Hope
Program Assistant
Dionne Bunsha
Aboriginal Knowledge Coordinator
Aidan Fisher
Staﬀ Biologist
Jeanne Hughes
Staﬀ Biologist
Mike Staley
Contract Biologist
Ian Hamilton
Staﬀ Biologist
Bonnie Leggatt
Communications

In the old days there was a house on the
top of Chilliwack Mountain facing
down-river. The man who lived there had
only one job; to watch for two silver bands
on both sides of the river; millions of
oolichan arriving. His job then was to run
down the mountain to spread the word to
other runners. People would come from
near and far each year.
The Runner endeavors to do this job once
again, albeit electronically.
Ken Malloway
LFFA Chair

Eden Toth
Media
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Letter from the Executive Director
This fall, we will be faced with a federal
election.
The current Liberal government – with their
mandate to implement nation to nation, government
to government relationships – has been an ambitious
one. We have seen progress with things like the
Fisheries Act amendments and Wild Salmon Policy,
but their ability to deliver change in the Paciﬁc
Region has not transpired eﬀectively. The Fraser
salmon are still not returning in abundance; still not
able to replace themselves.
Many Department of
Fisheries and Oceans
(DFO) programs
focussed their
deliverables on
co-management and
capacity building, but
true co-management,
where First Nations are
part of ﬁsheries and
resource management
decision making, has
not emerged and does
not appear imminent. Capacity building for LFFA and
the Nations continues to be an important part of our
growth but is hampered by static core operational
funding.

Increased funding for core activities and new
entrants was conﬁrmed by DFO but there was no
transparency on what level of funding would be
available or what constitutes core criteria eligibility
(i.e. Staﬃng levels, positions, wage parity, etc.).
DFO conﬁrmed that some AAROM bodies would
not receive any core increases on the basis that
they already met the maximum levels. They also
introduced national project funding of $2-3 million
for 2019/2020 that would be a competitive process
with oversight by a third-party management
committee, which is not a
welcome concept.

“It is imperative that LFFA
engage with agencies... to expand
working relationships where
possible, and to ensure First
Nations perspectives are
identiﬁed and communicated.”

Co-development, co-design and co-delivery are the
latest fancy words being used by DFO and senior
bureaucrats but attempts at this have not borne
enough success for First Nations to be conﬁdent with
these initiatives.
A National Aboriginal Aquatic Resource and Ocean
Management (AAROM) conference hosted in
Kelowna at the end of January exposed DFO’s
inability to deliver on these commitments. The
National Indigenous Fisheries Institute worked with
DFO nationally as part of the Indigenous Program
Review process to assist with co-designing increased
core funding allocations for AAROM bodies across
the country.

DFO was not fully transparent
with First Nations on their
approach and did not meet
the expectations for
co-development or
co-designing. First Nations will
have to remain patient as the
Department attempts to
reconcile their approach
moving forward.

Habitat and Restoration proposal opportunities have
transpired through the Coastal Restoration Fund
(CRF), the Canada Nature Fund for Aquatic Species
at Risk (CNFASAR) and BC Salmon Restoration and
Innovation Fund. The latter is comprised of Federal
($100 million) and Provincial funding ($42.5 million)
with B.C.'s contribution coming as a result of the
NDP government's Wild Salmon Strategy initiative.
Our team of biologists worked diligently to prepare
proposals and were challenged by short timelines
and the requirement to conﬁrm own source
contributions while also securing resources to
maintain two of the biologists whose Fisheries
Habitat and Restoration Initiative program sunset on
March 31, 2019. These are welcome multi-year
funding opportunities with signiﬁcant resources but
now we must play the waiting game to see which
proposals, if any, are approved.

Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance

Through our MOU, LFFA was able to work with the Solh Temexw
Stewardship Alliance and secure funding for our two biologists under their
Collaborative Resource Stewardship agreement with Forestry Lands and
Natural Resources Oﬃce of Rural Development (FLNRORD). We are
fortunate and elated to maintain this capacity but recognize that depending
on external or government funds is not conducive to organizational
sustainability and long-term strategic planning.
The LFFA now has its for-proﬁt entity (Lower Fraser Enterprises Limited
Partnership – LFELP) in place with its ﬁrst foray into business investment with
the Sumas First Nations Tilapia Farm (Stothqui Aquatic Limited Partnership).
This tilapia live market is very strong and is expected to begin generating
revenue in 2020 – it will be a welcome replacement to dependence on
government and grant funding.
In my role, I have had to limit my participation with some of the committee
and forums that I have typically attended to focus on our operations as we
experience growth with our programs and services. In February, I attended
my ﬁrst Paciﬁc Salmon Foundation as a formal board member and will seek
re-appointment to the Paciﬁc Salmon Commission as one of two First Nation
Commissioners. It is imperative that LFFA engage with agencies and
processes like this to expand working relationships and develop opportunities
where possible, and to ensure First Nations perspectives are identiﬁed and
communicated.
The LFFA continues to grow and we are now a staﬀ of ten strong. We
have compiled a team of dedicated individuals who are committed to the
vision and mission of the organization. I look forward to the new ﬁscal year
and what it has to oﬀer.
Yours in Unity,

Murray Ned
Executive Director
Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance
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4th quarter at a glance

Overview of
last quarter’s
meetings
February Forum

Kwantlen Cultural Centre
Feb. 21-22, 2018
This forum was Tier 1 in the
morning and Tier 2 in the
afternoon.

Participants in the inaugural Tier 3 information session
pictured at Sumas First Nation March 26, 2019.

Spill Response Forum
Sumas First Nation
Feb. 28, 2018

This forum was called to develop
a vision for Lower Fraser First
Nations involvement in Spill
Response. Presentations by
provincial government and the
Coast Guard were heard before
the Nations held a private
roundtable discussion.

Upcoming events
LFFA April Forum
Tzeachten Community Hall

Tier 3 Information Session
Sumas First Nation
Mar. 26, 2018

This information session invited
members of the commercial and
sport ﬁshing sectors to meet with
indigenous ﬁshers and
organizations.

LFFA May Forum
Sumas Community Hall

Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance

Tier 3 Update
Don Simpson
On a sunny Wednesday in March, representatives from
commercial, recreational and First Nations ﬁshing groups
met for an information session hosted by the Lower
Fraser Fisheries Alliance at the Sumas First Nation.
LFFA has been a long-time member of the Fraser River
Peacemakers – formerly the Joint-Sportﬁshing-First
Nations Working Group (JSFNWG) – and recognizes the
continued need to improve relations between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous ﬁshers on the Fraser. This
information session was a key step in developing an
engagement protocol for Tier 3 activities, a priority
identiﬁed in LFFA’s strategic planning process.

PARTICIPANTS:
Pat Ahern, BC Federation of Drift Fishers
Les Antone, Kwantlen
Kat Antone, Kwantlen
Gord Bacon, BC Wildlife Federation
Allistair Bail, BC Federation of Drift Fishers (BCFDF)
Angie Bailey, Stó:lō STSA
Rick Bailey, Katzie
Nick Basok, Fraser Valley Salmon Society
Kim Charlie, Sts’ailes
Garry Commodore, Soowahlie
Tasha Commodore, FVAFS
Gerry Dewar, Sport Fish Advisory Board/Advisory Committees
Mike Forrest, Area E Commercial
Shawn Hollingsworth, BC Wildlife Federation
Sandy MacDonald, Sport Fish Advisory Board/Advisory Committees
Deana Machin, First Nations Fishery Council (FNFC)
Ken Malloway, Tzechten
Al Martin, BC Wildlife Federation
Leigh McCracken, SFAB/SFAC
Darrel McEachern, Area E Commercial
Ryan McEachern, Area E Commercial
Allen McEwan, BC Wildlife Federation
Charlie Milsop, SFN
Dave Moore, Harrison Fishing Authority
Erin Mussel, Fraser Valley Aboriginal Fisheries Society (FVAFS)
Lester Mussell, Skwah
Sean Olmstead, BC Wildlife Federation
Martin Paish, BC Wildlife Federation
Oliver Rutschmann, Fraser River Sports Fishing Alliance
Dr. Dave Schaepe, Sohl Temexw Stewardship Alliance (STSA)
Fred Wilson, Kwikwetlen Clint Tuttle, Sumas
Dean Werk, Fraser Valley Salmon Society
Ron Williams, FVAFS
Fred Wilson, Kwikwetlem
Chris Wuhrer, Fraser Gear Fishers
Janson Wong, FNFC

Groups were invited to introduce their organizations and
explain their current priorities and initiatives, followed by
a question and answer period. Marcel Shepert, the
facilitator, kept conversation focused on the role each
organization plays in its respective community, to ensure
every participant left with a better understanding of the
interests of each.
Murray Ned gave a presentation on the Lower Fraser
Fisheries Alliance after Ryan McEachern talked about the
Area E Commercial Sector. Oliver Rotschmann and Chris
Wahrer represented the Fraser River Sportﬁshing Alliance,
Dave Moore spoke about the Harrison Fishing Authority,
and Gerry Kristansen, Sandy McDonald , Leigh
McCracken and Martin Paish explained what the Sport
Fish Advisory Board/Sport Fish Advisory Committees do
in the Lower Fraser.
Dean Werk and Nick Basok presented for the Fraser
Valley Salmon Society and Dr. Dave Schaepe spoke on
the S’ohl Temexw Stewardship Alliance. Ron Williams
and Tasha Commodore from the Fraser Valley Aboriginal
Fisheries Society also gave a presentation, as did Ken
Malloway for the Fraser River Aboriginal Fisheries
Secretariat, Pat Ahern for the BC Federation of Drift
Fishers, and Deana Machin for First Nations Fisheries
Council.
At the suggestion of the Fraser River Sportﬁshing
Alliance, these groups will continue to engage in open
dialogue and eventually discuss how to best serve the
resource upon which they are all dependent.
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Staff spotlight: New
Ian Hamilton
Ian is one of three Fisheries Biologists at LFFA, ﬁlling
out the scientiﬁc arm of the organization since
September of last year.
An out-of-province import, Ian studied biology at
Mount Allison University and later completed a
master’s degree at Memorial University in beautiful
Newfoundland. He has acted as a sustainable
ﬁsheries advisor to the World Wildlife Federation in
Malaysia, where he was living while managing a
scuba dive operation.
Ian also spent time living and working in the
Bahamas, where he Chief Scientist with a company
called Greenforce before turning to shark research
and conservation.

Bonnie Leggat

Bonnie is a proud
member of the
Leq’á:mel First Nation
and the latest addition
the Lower Fraser
Fisheries Alliance team.
A former Lands Clerk for Leq’á:mel, Bonnie
has had extensive experience with land code
and community-based governance
frameworks. At LFFA, she will be stepping into
the role of Communications Coordinator,
tackling everything from meeting planning to
managing the organization’s complex network
of stakeholders.
Bonnie has an enormous range of skills and
an incredibly positive attitude – she is a bright
light in the oﬃce.

Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance

faces at LFFA

First Nations
Emergency Planning
Secretariat Created
Temporarily hosted by LFFA, the project
is focused on creating a Secretariat
driven by First Nations that will be able
to facilitate communication and
participation for Lower Mainland Coast
Salish peoples in emergency planning
and preparedness.

Eden Toth

A communications designer by trade, Eden
is working with LFFA on a consulting basis
on media and external relations.
She holds an Indigenous Studies degree
from Queen’s University and grew up in
Mission, but now ﬁnds herself spending a
lot of time in Victoria helping not-for-proﬁts
develop and strengthen their relationships
with decision-makers.
So far, Eden has been working with the
team to develop materials – like this
newsletter – that will ensure that
everybody in the region hears about the
important work happening at the Lower
Fraser Fisheries Alliance.
She can now tell the diﬀerence between
herring and eulachon, which is also helpful.

The initial objective is to coordinate First
Nation participation in the Lower
Mainland Flood Management Strategy,
currently coordinated by the Fraser Basin
Council, and identify existing
infrastructure and priority areas for
emergency response for First Nations.
Based on the guidance of First Nation
leadership, the Secretariat will also
explore other areas of emergency
planning related to oil spills, ﬁre,
earthquakes and other hazards.
Gillian Fuss has been hired as the Project
Coordinator for the Emergency Planning
Secretariat. She is a trained ecologist with
a master’s degree from UBC who has
focused her career on natural resource
management and governance,
particularly where it involves water and
water quality. Gillian has a passion for
science communication and has been
doing outreach for many years; most
recently with Let’s Talk Science.

09

10

The Runner • April 2019

Spill Response Forum
Dionne Bunsha, LFFA Staﬀ
On 28 March 2019, we organized a Spill Response Forum to discuss our vision for LFFA
member Nations involvement in Spill Response.
Coast Guard representatives Tim McCann and Sarah Hughes made a presentation on the
Greater Vancouver Integrated Response Plan (GVIRP), which is being used as an example to
build response systems in diﬀerent parts of Canada. The purpose of the GVIRP is to
promote a consistent and predictable response to a pollution incident in the marine
environment within the Burrard inlet. Response to a marine pollution event within Greater
Vancouver would potentially involve multiple stakeholders and jurisdictions. The integrated
plan clariﬁes roles & responsibilities and establishes how organizations, will work together in
response to a spill.
BC Provincial Environmental Emergency Response Oﬃcers Rhonda Brett and Ken Meeks
explained the BC government's process for responding to land-based spills. Rhonda said
that annually there are 3,000 to 4,000 spill reports in BC, of which 70 are high proﬁle
spills. Spillers are responsible for response. The Province provides regulatory oversight,
coordination, technical assistance, direct response if required, promotion of planning &
preparedness.
The afternoon session was led by First Nations representatives who talked about their
experiences in spill response. Randall Lewis, Environmental Coordinator from Squamish First
Nation, talked about the need to strengthen legislation to prevent spills. He described the
devastation to their watersheds caused by two spills in Squamish territory. Randall formed
a non-proﬁt organization to work on restoration projects after the spills.
Spencer Taft, a biologist from Tsleil Waututh Nation, said that for FNs need continual
funding for capacity building and participation in spill response. He expressed concern
about the cumulative eﬀect of small spills that can be quite signiﬁcant. Spencer also
pointed out that with several government agencies involved in spill response, there is no
clear jurisdiction and responsibility when a spill occurs.
Ray Cardinal from the Paul First Nation in Alberta spoke about his community’s experiences
with rail derailments. He said everyone gets notiﬁed on a spill except FNs, everyone gets
trained except FNs. We are excluded from participation at both the Regulatory and
Training/Response level. He pointed out that clean ups take 50 to 80 years in some
communities.
LFFA’s legal counsel, Crystal Reeves from Mandell Pinder LLP, spoke about diﬀerent ways in
which First Nations could assert their Nationhood in the realm of Spill Response. She
pointed to examples such as the Heiltsuk FN who are planning to set up their own spill
response unit. Or, a system in which First Nations work with government authorities but
are the decision makers during a spill.
The participants suggested follow up steps such as forming a Working Group to prepare a
draft document on First Nations needs and vision related to Spill Response, and another
workshop. So stay tuned for the announcement of the next workshop.

Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance

Climate Adapt Project
Dionne Bunsha, LFFA Staﬀ

The Climate Adapt project aims to create a First Nations
led strategy for adapting to the potential impacts of
climate change on their ﬁsheries and increasing watershed
resilience. The end result of this project will be a First
Nations-led plan on measures we would like to take to
adapt to climate change and create ecosystem resilience.
Implementing the plan would create jobs and build
capacity in our communities (e.g. restoration, monitoring
etc.). It would also lead to a holistic strategy to deal with
climate change.
In the 1st phase of the project (2017-18), we have
created a spatial database and maps of environmental
values important to FNs. These will be overlaid by maps
that illustrate the risks to our ecosystems, in order for us
to understand current and future threats to our valued
ecosystems.
We will be hosting meetings this summer to get your
inputs on the maps prepared in order to help us identify
areas to protect/restore and develop a First Nations
strategy to improve resilience for salmon.
Look forward to seeing you at the Sub-Regional meetings
this summer.
Below, the Climate Adapt study area.
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Blue Creek
Restoration Project
Receives Funding
Ian Hamilton, LFFA Staﬀ Biologist

The restoration project planned for Blue
Creek, a small creek system known as an
important Chinook spawning ground
north of Pitt Lake that recently suﬀered
substantial damage due to a landslide,
has moved into the second phase of
planning.
A grant application for the WWF
Restoration Fund, submitted January 31,
has been successful for the full requested
amount of $150,000. An oﬃcial
announcement was made on April 24 at
the Fraser Watershed Restoration
Conference in Kamloops on, as part of
the WWF presentation. Biologists from the
LFFA and representatives from Katzie First
Nation jointly delivered the
announcement.
A grant agreement is in process and ﬁrst
funding installments are expected by the
end of this month. Thanks to this
development, meetings with Katzie Chief
and Council, as well as the Lands and
Development department, are currently
being organized to plan the initial phases
of restoration at Blue Creek. This is a
major success for all parties involved, but
more importantly will allow for the
potential recovery of an important
economic and cultural species that has
been in decline for decades within the
Pitt River Watershed. Further updates will
be provided as the project develops.

Lower Fraser Aborigin
Dionne Bunsha, LFFA Staﬀ

The LFFA’s Aboriginal Knowledge project has
been mapping important areas to protect for
aboriginal ﬁshers.
In the last few months, Kwantlen and
Kwikwetlem Nations signed on to participate
in the project, bringing the total Nations
participating to 13. We are inviting more
Nations to sign up and share their
knowledge.
We have mapped more than 9,000 ﬁshing
sites, habitat sites and cultural sites in our
database, which can be found online. The
data on the website is secure and
conﬁdential. Only staﬀ and leaders authorized
by their Nations can login to the website to
view the data.

Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance

Lower Fraser Aboriginal
Knowledge (LFAK) project group
interview at Chawathil First
Nation with Dominic Hope (Yale
FN), Norm Florence (Chawathil
FN) and Richard Pete (Chawathil
FN). Many thanks to Bobbi Peters
for helping organize this very
informative meeting, and for
technical help from Sue Formosa,
Colin Green, Naxaxalhts’i (Sonny
McHalsie) and Lisa Davidson.

al Knowledge Project
In March, we are conducting group interviews
about Place Names and Navigation
Landmarks in each of the four LFFA
sub-regions.
The end result will be a map of Navigation
Points and Place Names along the river that
can be used by our ﬁshers.
See the map at www.lﬀamaps.ca
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